In Rwanda today there are millions of people who still ask why the United Nations Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR), the United Nations (UN) and the international community allowed this disaster to happen. I do not have all the answers or even most of them.
-Lt. Gen. Romeo Dallaire, Shake Hands with the Devil: The Failure of Humanity in Rwanda R wanda was engulfed in a debilitating genocide in 1994 that witnessed unprecedented loss of life and destruction of property. It was the purest genocide since 1945 and perhaps the single, greatest act of evil since Pol Pot turned Cambodia into a killing field.
1 The numbers, estimated by the United Nations Organization, that were killed by the end of June 1994 were as high as one million. By the end of July, it is estimated that more than one million lives had been lost. What happened in Rwanda in 1994 is perhaps best captured in the words of Lt. Gen. Romeo Dallaire (2003, xvii) , commander of the United Nations peace-keeping force in Rwanda, who described it as a story of "betrayal, failure, naïveté, indifference, hatred, genocide, war, inhumanity and evil." So in July 1994, when the Government of National Unity took over the reigns of power in Rwanda, "the air was filled with the stench of death; heaps of corpses were on every inch of land while others floated freely on lakes and rivers" (Smith 2004, 101) . In other words, Rwanda was on its deathbed after the genocide.
The genocide of 1994 resulted in the destruction of the country's social fabric, its human resource base, institutional capacity, and economic and social infrastructure. Rwanda's economic activity, according to the IMF in its "Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility, Economic and Financial Policy Framework Paper for 1998/99-2000/01," declined by about 50 percent. 2 In the United Nations secretary-general's report, the United Nations pledged to strengthen the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance to Rwanda "for a solution to the problem of refugees, the restoration of total peace, reconstruction and socio-economic development." 3 Other efforts at post genocide reconstruction came from the WB Emergency Recovery Program, which grew out of two donor meetings held in Paris in September and October 1994, which were among the first major initiatives specifically aimed at reconstruction of the country. This program was designated to "help the new government begin the restoration of key economic and social services, rebuild the institutional capacity necessary for sustainable economic recovery, and design a coherent economic policy framework that would provide the private sector with the means to resume operations and create jobs."
4 Other key development partners include the United Kingdom, which signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in October 1999 in which the Department for International Development (DFID) committed itself to a long-term engagement in Rwanda aimed at helping the country meet international development targets. The aim of the DFID program in Rwanda is to support mutually agreed MOU objectives on peace, reconciliation, poverty alleviation, economic reform, and open, accountable government. The DFID has, among other support, provided technical assistance to the GOR's Poverty Reduction Strategy Process, Medium-Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF), RRA, CSR, capacity building, and reform of the education sector as well as providing support to the demobilization of ex-combatants. 5 Currently, the United Kingdom government provides a total of £46 million annually in development assistance to Rwanda, according to a release from the DFID office in Kigali. 6 The government of Rwanda, through Vision 2020, has put in place a policy framework that is expected to transform the country from an agriculture-based economy to an information-rich, knowledge-based society and economy within the next twenty years. This is largely through the GOR's recognition of the role that ICTs can play in accelerating the socioeconomic development of the country toward an information and knowledge economy.
7 One of the key objectives of Rwanda's Vision 2020 is to turn the country into an ICT center of excellence in the region.
Since 1995, Rwanda has made remarkable recovery and considerable progress on various socioeconomic and political fronts. The average GDP growth rate between 1995 and 2004 was about 8 percent per annum. The genesis of this recovery was laid when, in 1997, the government of Rwanda adopted a transition program to consolidate the fragile socioeconomic recovery attained during 1995 and 1996 and laid the basis for national reconstruction, sustainable growth, participatory decision making, and
